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lighting. The bird’s size excludes all New World
swifts™, except the largest, White-collared Swift
Streptoprocne zonaris which, however, possesses
quite different, largely deep black plumage”. The
only species to abviousiy aceord with my description
is Alpine Swift’, with which [ have experience from
one ohservation in India. There have been four
records of this species in the Caribbean®™ one on 20
September 1955 in Barbados!, which was collected:
one en 4 April 1987 on Guadeloupe®; one on 20 July
1987 on Desecheo Island, Puerto Rico® and one on
19 August 1892 on St Lucia?, which was
photographed. Mottied Swift Tachymarptis
aequctorialis, the only congeneric, has a tonger, more
deeply forked tail and lacks the large white oval belly
patch. Furthermore, the latter has not been reported
from the Americas®.

References

1. Bond, J. (1985) The birds of the West Indjes. Fiftk
edition. London, UK: Collins.

2. Burke, W.{1994} Alpine Swift {(Tuchymarptis melbe)
phatographed on St. Lucia, Lesser Antilles—third
record for the Western Hemisphere, Bl Pitirre 7
(33:3.

Fl_pgtmght record of Alpine Swift for South America, in French Guiana

3. Ebels, E. B. (2002) Transatlantic vagrancy of
Palearctic species to the Caribbean region. Duscp,
Birding 24: 202-200.

4. Feldman, P. & Pavis, C. (1995) Alpine Swift
(Tachymarptis melba) chserved in Guadeloupe,
Lesser Antilles: a fourth record for the Western
Hemisphere. &! Pitirre 8 (2):2.

5. del Hoyo, J, Eliott, A. & Sargatal, J. (1999
Handbook of the birds of the world, 5, Barcelona:
Lynx Edicions.

6. DMeier, A, J., Noble,R. E. & Raffaele, H, A. (1989)

The birds of Desecheo Island, Puertp Rico,
including & new record for Puertg Rican territory,
Carib. J Sei, 25; 24-09.

Meyer de Schauensee, R. & Phelps, W H. (1978} A

Suide to the birds of Venezuele. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press,

=3

Otte Ottema
Bird Depqrtment, Stingsu Foundation for Nature
Conservation in Suriname, Cornelis Jongbawstraat 14,

P.O. Box 12252, Paramaribe, Surinam. E-mail:
research@stinasr.sr

Feeding observations on Scarlet Macaw Arq macao in Costa Rica

Nicole M. Nemeth and Christopher Vaughan

Cotinga 21 (2004): 71-72

Observamos un grupo familiar de cuatro individues, dos adultos y dos Jjovenes, de Lapa Roja Ara
maceo alimentdndose de los frutos de dos es pecies de drboles. Los adultos consumian los frutos de

la Palma Royal Scheelea rostrata. Los dos ju

veniles, aparentemente carentes de habilidad para

alimentarse de éstos, consumian al mismo tiempo los frutos del Jobo Spondiaes mombin. La
dispenibilidad de diferentes recursos alimentarios puede incremendar la supervivencia de Juve-

niles, los cuales atin no han perfeecionado sus diferentes técnicas de alimentacidn.

On 7 September 1995, from approximately 14h00—
14h15, four Searlet Macaws Are macao were
observed feeding near the Carara National Park
guard station, Costa Rica (09°47'N 84°35'W). They
were feeding on the edge of partially deforested
pasture, along the Costafiera highway. Two adults
and their two juveniles were concurrently feeding
on two different tree species, both common in the
region. The two adults were eating from a Royal
Palm Scheelea rostrata, of approximately 30-35 m
height, which eontained large bunches of mature
palm nuts. 8. rostrate has been observed with
abundant nut clusters at various times throughout
the year, and is also common in seasonally inundated
areas in central Pacific Costa Rica {pers. obs, 2.
Scheelea rostraia is a well-known, abundant food
source for A maceo in the region, and is high in

£l

natritional value®. The nuts hang inverted from the

top of the tree, and must be removed by A. macao in
mid-air. Within the same flight, the nuts are carried
to a nearby tree for consumption. Therefore, the
removal of palm nuts requires advanced skills,
probably still under-developed in the two juveniles
(estimated at 3—4 months old),

The juveniles were feeding ¢.20 m off the ground
in a nearby Jobo Spondias mombin, which provided
many perches as well as nuts surrounded by vis-
ible, yellow fruits®, The base of the Spondias mombin
tree was within 10-20 m of the Scheeleq rostrata,
and all four birds vocalised throughout the obser-
vation; the juveniles emitted soft, single-syllable
calls while the adults shrieked loudly. We have ob-
served both fuvenile and adult A. macao constming
Spendias monbin at various times throughout, the
vear. The adults flew repeatedly to the Scheelea
rostrate to remove fruits swifely from the tree,
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immediately landing in nearby trees to comsume
portions of the nuts before intentionaily dropping
them, Simultaneously, the juveniles remained in the
same Spondias mombin, walking among its
branches in an uncoordinated fashion, often
appearing to lose their balance, resulting in dropped
fruits.

Although it has been suggested that skill varia-
tion among conspecifics, including juveniles versus
adults, may affect survivall, there appears to be a
variety of food sources available fo A. macao
throaghout the year (CV unpubl. data). These avail-
able food sourees would enhance the survival rate
of juveniles, which have net yet perfected various
feeding techniques, Further, it has been suggested
that adult A. meecao lack the strength to access all
parts of the palm fruit, and Scheelee rostrata may
not be an essential patt of their diet {S. Matola pers.
comm.), However, in our study, Scheelea rostraia
comprised a significant pertion of feeding observa-
tions (38 of 163, or 23.3%), which in¢luded 43
different plant species (CV unpubl. data). Litile has
been published about the Central Pacific population
of A. macao, which is one of two significant
populatiens remaining in Costa Rica*?.
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Primer registro de Arenaria interpres para Bolivia

Mauricio Herrera

Cotinga 2| (2004): 72-73

Ruddy Tarnstone Arenaria interpres, a boreal migrant in South America, is abundant along the
coasts of Peru to Chile. During research with WWF-Bolivia, I observed two individuals in a mixed
flock of shorebirds at Lake Céceres, prov. German Bush, dpto. Santa Cruz, on 26-28 October 1998,
accompanied by Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia and American Golden Plover Pluvialis
dominica. This is the first record of A. interpres for Bolivia. T eollected a juvenile male, which has
been deposited in the Noel Kempff Mercado Natural History Museum (MNKM 1692). Lake CAceres
is near Puerto Suarez, 645 km south-east of the city of Santa Cruz. There are few records of Ruddy

Turnstone from the interior of South America.

Arengria interpres es un playero de distribucién
cosmopolita. Es un migrante boreal en Sudamérica,
abundante s6lo por las costas marinas en el norte
del continente, principalmente Perti y el norte y
ceniro de Chile, siendo escaso pere predecible en
Argentinal,

Durante el trabajo de campo del proyecto
Evaluacién y Identificacidn de Ecosistemas y

Hspecies Importantes para la Conservacién en las
Areas Protegidas del Pantanal, financiado por la
WWF-Bolivia, se observaron dos individuos de
Arenarie interpres en un grupo mixto de aves
playeras, alimentdndose en las orillas de la laguna
Ciceres, Estancia Arco Iris, prov. Germdn Bush -
dpte. Santa Cruz (18°56°S 57°48'W). Fueror?
observados sélo por las maiianas de los dias 26-28
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